254 THE NATURAL PRODUCTS OF THE COUNTRY. [
And in other places, they did see great rocks of crystal, which grew at the heads of great and many rivers; being enough in quantity to load ships.
There are also in those parts, plenty of fine furs, unknown to this Examinate; dressed after the manner of the country.
The people there do burn a kind of white turf or earth, which they dig out of the marshes, a fathom deep in the ground- It burneth very clear, and smelleth as sweet as musk: and that earth is as wholesome, sweet, and comfortable to smell unto, as any pomander. They do make their fire of this earth for the sweetness thereof, having great abundance of wood.
When they want fire, they take briars, and rub them very hard between their fists ; and so5 with hard and often rubbing, they kindle and make fire.
They have great plenty of iron : and there is also great plenty of mineral salt in the marish ground which looketh reddish; a thing necessary for the great fishing near the sea shore, which are here abundant, and the fish large and huge.
The ground and country is most excellent, fertile, and pleasant; and especially towards the River of May. For the grass of the rest is not so green as it is in those parts ; for the other is burnt away with the heat of the sun*
All the country is good and most delicate; having great plains as large and as fair, in many places, as may be seen: being as plain as a board.
And then great and huge woods, of sundry kinds of trees, as cedars, date trees, lignum vita, bombassa, plantains, and bushes, and also great abundance of those trees which carrieth a thick bark that biteth like pepper (of which kind, young Master WINTER brought home part from the Straits of Magellan), with the fruitful Palm tree, and a great plenty of other sweet trees to this Examinate unknown.
And after that, plains again; and, in other places, great closes of pasture environed with most delicate trees instead of hedges; they being, as it were, set by the hands of men.
Yet the best grass, for the most part, Is In the high countries, somewhat far from the seaside and great rivers; by reason that the low grounds there be so rank, that the grass groweth faster than it can be eaten, whereby the old